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The governments of Canada and 
Saskatchewan are each investing 
$1,221,500 in the McKillop lagoon.  The 
local communities will contribute the last 
third of the total project costs of 
$3,664,500. 

 

Participating Cottage 
Communities: 

● RV of Island View 

● RV of Glen Harbour 

● RV of Pelican Point 

● RV of Sunset Cove 

● OH of Alta Vista 

● OH of Colesdale Park South 

● OH of Collingwood Estates 

● OH of Mohr’s Beach 

● OH of North Colesdale 

● OH of Sorenson’s Beach 

● OH of Spring Bay 

● OH of Uhl’s Bay 

● OH of McPheat Park 

● RM of McKillop (5 cottage 
   Subdivisions) 

The plan: A large 2-
cell evaporative 
lagoon on 50 acres of 
land. 
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1. MCKILLOP GROUP GETS FEDERAL /  
PROVINCIAL DOLLARS  
FOR A REGIONAL LAGOON 
These communities followed all  
the right step. The group: 

1. Began talking in 2009.   

2. Applied for a grant from the 
Building Canada Fund.   

3. Contracted MCDP to help them 
with the next four steps.  

4. Established a Joint Steering 
Committee.  Each Council and 
OH Board appointed one 
member (and one alternate).  

5. Developed a Memorandum of 
Understanding in March 2012. 

6. Drafted a Request for 
Proposal. 

7. Struck a Cost Sharing 
Agreement in April 2012 

8. Undertook a Feasibility Study. 

9. Researched Permits and 
Approvals. 

10. Researched locations so as to 
      be “shovel ready”. 

Faced with increased growth in 
their cottage communities, realizing 
the future limitations on field 
spreading, pressured by requests 
for more development within the 
RM, this group of communities did not sit around and wait for someone to hand them a 
solution.  At monthly meetings over the past three years, the group developed a plan to 
create a Regional Wastewater System that would meet government codes for the future. 

Keeping more than a dozen members on task and completing meetings in a timely manner, 
while still making sure that all members had a chance to share their opinions and ask 
questions, posed a challenge.  It was important to keep everyone informed and up-to date.  
The group kept moving forward. 

Committee members praised the role played by MCDP in helping them get started.  They 
are proud to have achieved a common goal. This RM empowered its own communities 
and worked with its neighbours!         

 THE LAGOON ISSUE 
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In the spring of 2013 PARCS 
conducted a survey of 105 
cottage communities including 
40 resort villages and 65 organized 
hamlets. 

Information on this page is derived 
from that survey and was shared 
with members at the 2013 PARCS 
fall convention. 

Cottage community municipalities: 

23% own their lagoon 

20% own part of a regional lagoon 

25% purchase access to a lagoon 

31% have no lagoon access  

Private enterprise lagoons? 

• The RM of Hudson Bay reports 
that the sewage hauler hauls to 
his own private lagoon. 

• The RM of Coteau plans to haul 
to a privately owned refurbished 
hog lagoon. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. REGIONAL PARTNERSHIPS ARE THE WAY TO GO 
The McKillop Group joins the following list of groups that 
have partnered to jointly own regional lagoons: 
• The RM of Meota has partnered with the Village of 

Meota to own one lagoon in the south and with the 
Resort Village of Cochin to own another lagoon in the 
north. 

• The Resort Villages of Shields and Thode have 
partnered with the RM of Dundurn and the Village of 
Dundurn. 

• The RM of Lac Pelletier partnered with the other 
communities around Lake Pelletier to build one of the 
earliest regional lagoons in the province. 

• The Resort Villages of Sask Beach and Kannata Valley own a shared lagoon on the 
south-eastern tip of Last Mountain Lake. 

• The Resort Villages of Bird’s Point and West End, plus the RM of Fertile Belt are joint 
owners of a lagoon on the east end of the Qu’Appelle Lakes. 

• The Resort Village of B-Say-Tah, the Resort Village of Fort San and the RM of Qu’Appelle 
contracted with Sask Water to build (and own) a lagoon for the joint use of the three 
municipalities. 

 3. SOME MUNICIPALITIES OWN THEIR OWN LAGOON 
Probably the largest lagoon in rural Saskatchewan is the 4-cell lagoon in the RM of 
Mervin which services its 12 organized hamlet cottage communities as well as its 
hamlet and subdivision cottage communities.  Each 
of the RM of Lakeland and the Resort Village of 
Candle Lake owns 2 lagoons.  Both the Resort 
Village of Manitou and the District of Katepwa have 
recently built new lagoons (or upgrades) and are 
able to sell space to other users.  The Resort 
Villages of Aquadeo, Arlington Beach, Chitek Lake 
and Echo Bay, plus the RM of Sarnia, each own 
their own lagoon.     

4. SOME MUNICIPALITIES PURCHASE LAGOON ACCESS 

The Resort Villages of Beaver Flat, Chorney Beach, Grieg Lake, Kiviamaa-Moonlight 
Bay, Leslie Beach, Lumsden Beach, Melville Beach, 
Mistusinne, and Wakaw Lake have agreements with 
neighbouring municipalities to haul their sewage to 
the neighbour’s lagoon. 

Such is also the case for the RM of Big River, the 
RM of Keys, and the RM of Grayson.  Some of these 
municipalities report concerns because the lagoons 
in the host communities are becoming over-used 
and may not be able to continue to accommodate 
them much longer. 
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The PARCS spring 2013 survey 
revealed that: 

23% of communities contacted 
were planning for maintaining, 
building or improving their own 
lagoon. 

44% of communities contacted 
were planning for regional lagoon 
initiatives; the majority of these 
were in the McKillop Group. 

33% were not yet planning. 

 “It is rewarding to see the Federal and Provincial government collectively supporting rural growth and 
development,” said Gary Gilbert, Councillor for the RM of McKillop and cottage owner at the OH of 
North Colesdale.  “This funding will take a huge financial burden off the RM and surrounding 
municipalities’ ratepayers.  The RM will be able to allow new development and fulfil our Official 
Community Plan.  Our RM is environmentally conscientious and the waste management facilities will 
reinforce our commitment to the environment.”    

 5. SOME MUNICIPALITIES MAY BE IN DENIAL 
Field spreading is currently being used by 18 communities (8 resort villages and 10 
organized hamlets).  Of these: 
• 1 resort village is in the pre-design stage for its own lagoon. 
• 6 communities are on different isolated lakes with no possibilities for partnerships.  
• 5 communities are on Buffalo Pound Lake.  The mayor of the Resort Village of South 

Lake has since informed us that their RV and the Resort Village of Sun Valley 
have commissioned a study from Sask Water with a view to constructing a 
joint lagoon.  

• 4 communities are on the west side of Last Mountain Lake. 
• 2 communities are at Good Spirit Lake. 

The following are some of the comments offered during the survey conversations:   

• “Cottage owner are on their own.  Our RM make no 
provision for lagoon access.” 

• “We have no plans for the future; we don’t have a 
big enough tax base to build a lagoon.” 

• “We may buy land and a tractor for our own field 
spreading.” 

• “The holding tanks are emptied by the sewage 
haulers.  We have no idea what happens after 
that.” 

• “We are waiting to hear about grants.” 

 6. MORE GRANTS ARE ON THE WAY 
The grant received by the McKillop Group was awarded from monies remaining in the 2007 
$33 billion Building Canada Fund.   

However, there are new monies on the way.  The new Economic Action Plan 2013 
introduces a new 10-year funding plan that will start in 2014-15 and which will, once again, 
have a Building Canada Fund – this time with $19 billion to support a range of categories 
including drinking water, wastewater, connectivity and innovation. 

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities tell us that the federal government has confirmed 
that the fund will be in place by March 31, 2014. Though the rules are not in place yet, 
the government has committed to consulting with FCM to design the program.  

The most important part of the update is that the calls for applications are likely to come 
quickly, and turnaround times will be short.  Perhaps the time is ripe for other cottage 
communities to follow the lead of the McKillop group, to enter into discussions with their 
neighbours, perhaps to seek the assistance of MCDP, and to plan for a responsible way of 
disposing of sewage in their communities.  For more information, visit the Ministry of 
Government Relations at  

For more information, visit the website of the Ministry of Government Relations at 
(www.gr.gov.sk.ca). 


