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In this edition: 

Resort Village Challenges   p. 1-5 

Convention        p. 5-7 

                            

 

 
The MEMBERS FAIR session 
at convention will include 
three sessions about 
sewage disposal.  The 
District of Katepwa will 
describe a creative way to 
build a lagoon, the OH of 
North Colesdale will talk 
about the steps to follow in 
working with your neighbours 
to plan for a regional lagoon, 
and a third speaker will 
speak about other options for 
sewage treatment and 
disposal, along with the new 
Sask Environment codes 
around land spreading.   

PARCS UPDATE #29 – SEPTEMBER, 2012 
 

THE 2012 RESORT VILLAGE EDITION  
 

Speaking with folks from 37 Resort Villages 

Over the past week, PARCS spoke with administrators from 

37 of the 40 resort villages in our province.  We posed the 

question: “What have been some of the main issues or 

achievements that have occupied your resort village council 
over the past year of so?” Here are the top dozen responses.    

1. Sewage disposal 

 ● As the December 31, 2012 deadline approaches when new 
and more stringent codes are applied to land spreading – 

and marking the start of the 5-year period prior to the 

moratorium on field spreading in our province - many resort 
communities report that this issue had risen to the top of 

their list of concerns.   

● Some communities are working with partners.  The RV of 

Metinota worked with the Village of Meota and the RM of 
Meota to upgrade their lagoon and water system.  The 

communities on Buffalo Pound have formed the Buffalo 

Pound Community Council to work through shared issues.  
The Resort Villages of Thode and Shields worked with the RM 

and the Village of Dundurn to build a regional lagoon1.  The Resort Villages of Kannata 

Valley and Sask Beach built a shared lagoon which is currently experiencing pressure due 
to the growing number of neighbouring communities that want to use it. 

● Some communities are facing increases to their hauling fees.  The RV of Beaver Flat 

reports that, as of Jan. 1, their hauler plans to discontinue field spreading and charge for 

a long haul to Swift Current.  Other Resort Villages that are currently land-spreading2 are 
looking to the day when that option will no longer be available. 

2. Development 

 Rapid development continues to happen at many cottage communities.   

● In some cases the development is initiated by the resort village itself.  The Resort 

Village of Candle Lake has opened up about 200 new lots and the RV of North Grove has 

opened up 6 lots.  The RV of Fort San is working with a developer to open a parcel of land 
within the village.  The RV of Sask Beach has seen 100 building permits over the past 4 

years (55 for houses), most on private lots that have been sold or where old cottages 

have been torn down to make way for new homes.  The RV of Big Shell also reports that 

many old cabins are being replaced with newer more modern ones. On the other hand, 
some cottage communities, like the RV of Lumsden Beach have no room for expansion 

and have to cope with spreading fixed costs over a fixed number of ratepayers.  The 

Resort Villages of Beaver Flat, Mistusinne and Big Shell consulted their residents about 
opening new lots and residents turned down the idea of expansion.      

                                                
1 And the RV of Thode installed year-round underground sewage lines from each cottage directly to their lagoon! 

2
 Coteau Beach, Etter’s Beach, Grandview Beach, North Grove, South Lake, Tobin Lake, Pelican Point, Sunset Cove and many others. 
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The MEMBERS FAIR 
session at convention 
will include two 
sessions about 
building on the 
shoreline.      

● In other cases the resort village is feeling the pressure of development in the 
neighbourhood.  The Resort Village of Greig Lake was concerned to learn that a private 

developer was putting up a multi-unit resort complex across the lake and the resort 

village had not been consulted.  Although the Resort Village of Shields has added new lots 
to their village, they are concerned about the number of subdivisions popping up around 

the lake, with resulting chaos.  The run-off from one such development flooded out the RV 

golf course!  The Resort Village of Shields has suggested the formation of a planning 

district.  The Resort Village of B-Say-Tah also has some concerns with a neighbouring 
subdivision using their boat launch and beach areas.  The RV of Sun Valley reported that 

cottage owners from surrounding new developments are using their roads and their 

garbage facilities (“And the RM didn’t even have the courtesy to notify us”).   

    

3. Rebuilding after the flood    

● Most communities that were hit by the floods of 2011 have used disaster as an 
opportunity to improve their village. The RV of Big Shell brought their roads back into 

shape, using generous volunteer help.  The RV of Pebble Bay rebuilt their berm and 

marina, and revitalized their beach area, also with hours of volunteer labour.  The RV of 

Etter’s Beach had to remove 2700 feet of flood barriers and sand from sandbags from 
their beaches, and to rebuild their streets up higher and better.  They are proud of their 

record “from devastation to renewal in less than a year”.  The RV of Manitou Beach 

built new berms that were topped off with paved roads that ran alongside beautiful new 
park areas.  Similarly, the RV of Chorney Beach turned a berm into a decorative wall, with 

concrete steps down to the beach.  They are all justifiably proud.   

● The RV of Birds Point rewired their campground.  The RV of Lumsden Beach rebuilt their 
beach.  The RV of Sunset Cove was hard hit by the flood which left their beach as a 

designated disaster area and their boat launch in need of restoration.   They too have 

rebuilt.  The Resort Village of Tobin Lake rebuilt their shore line, rip-wrapping it making it 

beautiful for the future.  The RV of Kannata Valley also undertook a rip-wrapping project 
to stabilize their shoreline.      

● Many communities reported on the government’s requirement that post-flood 

construction was required to meet the 1 in 500 years flood levels.  For the RV of Leslie 
Beach, that meant building up their roads to 532 feet above sea level!  Both the RV of B-

Say-Tah and the District of Katepwa were forced to rebuild their village offices after they 

were destroyed by the floods.    

4. Shoreline structures  

Shoreline structures present issues for cottage communities  

● Boat launches are on many council agendas.  Some communities 

have only public boat launches, others allow private boat launches.  
The RV of Beaver Flat spent $87,000 on a new community boat launch.  The Resort 

Village of Wakaw took control of access to their public boat launch, hiring students to 

supervise it on weekends and charging a launch fee for non-residents, as does the RV of 
Mistusinne.  The RV of Sun Valley is concerned about the province’s plan to sell the only 

public boat launch in that part of the lake.  “How can we have a lake without a public 

boat launch?”   

● The RV of Candle Lake still allows boat docks in front of properties but report that new 
development has presented a need for new policies on boat docks and boat lifts.  They 

have implemented a policy that boat docks must be registered (for a $25 fee).  They are 

looking at building a public marina.  The District of Lakeland developed a bylaw to govern 
the construction of docks (which will be shared at convention).  
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● In some communities, council must address the friction between front row cottage 

owners and back row owners who seek access to the lake.  The RV of Kiviamaa-Moonlight 

Bay has attempted to alleviate the matter by building a storage compound for recreational 
boat lifts and boats for back row owners (also a money making enterprise for the village).  

The RV of B-Say-Tah is taking control over their municipal reserve land to ensure back 

row access to the beach.  The RV of Sask Beach is working on annexing a piece of land for 

developing 2 new beaches and 2 boat launches.   

5. Formal planning  

 Many Resort Villages have come to understand the importance of having an up-to-date 

Official Community Plan and Zoning Bylaw.   

● The RV of B-Say-Tah have held several open houses to review and amend their OCP, 

with much discussion about home-based businesses.  The RV of Glen Harbour is also 

making revisions to deal with recreation vehicles and trailers squatting on occupied or 
unoccupied lots.  The Resort Village of Alice Beach and Wakaw have concluded their OCPs 

and Zoning bylaws. 

● Bylaw enforcement continues to be an issue for some councils.  The RV of Sask Beach 

sent out 60 letters regarding their nuisance bylaw.  The RV of Melville Beach has worked 
to insist that the rebuilding after the flood follow the rules of the building inspector and 

has come to realize that they need to update their zoning bylaw.     

● Some cottage communities have worked with their neighbours to create regional plans. 
For example, the RV of Manitou Springs is part of the Mid-Sask Municipal Alliance.  The 

Resort Village of Tobin Lake is part of the Twin Lakes Planning association.  The RV of 

Wakaw Lake is part of the Wakaw Lake Stewardship Group.  

● The RV of Candle Lake implemented an updated EMO plan by purchasing a $300,000 

fire truck and requiring that their EMO committee undergo two day of intensive training.   

6. Potable water 

● The RV of Aquadeo, one of the first resort villages to build its own water treatment 
plant, has now added year-round water lines to every home at a cost of $5,000 per 

cottage (with no grant support).  The RV of Cochin is looking to do the same.  The Resort 

Villages of Shields and Thode both receive their potable water from the Dundurn Rural 
Water Line.  The RV of Tobin Lake has invested $600,000 into upgrading their water 

treatment plant.  They are treating lake water.  The RV of Kannata Valley boasts a brand 

new water treatment plant that treats water drawn from the aquifer.  Built with the help 
of a BCF grant, their plant shares water with three other cottage communities.  Cottage 

owners pay $300 per year in utilization fees and $60 annually into a capital fund.    

● The RV of Mistusinne has taken the stress off the ground water that supplies their wells 

by installing an irrigation system with water from the lake to standpipes at the back of 
each lot and to their golf course.  The RV of Coteau updated the pumps to their lake water 

irrigation system.   

7. Garbage 

● Garbage is a big issue for many cottage communities such as the council of the RV of 

Wakaw who are looking for a way to relocate their collection bins and are considering 

gating the bins.   The RV of Cochin, facing the end of the life of their landfill, is considering 

whether to become a transfer site or to haul everything to North Battleford.  The Resort 
Villages of Shield and Thode both have door to door garbage pick-up. 
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The MEMBERS FAIR 
session at convention 
will include two 
sessions about ways 
to build community 
spirit.      

 

9. Camper trailers on village lots 

● The issue of travel trailers on empty lots has been reported by many administrators.  

Most communities, like the RV of Bird’s Point, recognize the need to use their zoning 

bylaw to address the problem of people who use village services but do not contribute to 
village tax revenue.  Some zoning bylaws do not allow camper trailers on residential lots.  

Other zoning bylaws, like that of the RV of Mistusinne, limit the number of camper trailers 

to one per cottage lot.  Other communities such as the RV of Glen Harbour have 

addressed the issue by increasing the base tax.  The RV of Glen Harbour sent out 71 
letters about campers parked illegally; they recognize the need to update their zoning 

bylaw and are currently working with a planning consultant to do so.   

10. Building community spirit 

One of the new administrators we interviewed, having recently 

moved to a resort village from a regular village, commented how 

hard it was to build community spirit because “everyone 
comes to the cottage community from different areas and 

it seems like no-one wants to be bothered”. 

● Some resort villages are setting out to foster community spirit by building community 

meeting places.  The RV of Echo Bay built a small community hall featuring a kitchen and 
washroom.  The RV of Island View built a community summer kitchen; they report an 

amazing response to their project.  The RV of Mistusinne built a summer kitchen attached 

to their maintenance building (it doubles as an equipment storage area in the winter).   

● Other resort villages are setting out to foster community spirit by encouraging social 

events.  The RV of Pebble Bay reported that their new social committee has revitalized 

their community.  The RV of Mistusinne has community work bees to bring residents 
together.  

11.   A place for visitors  

Cottage communities are playing an increasing role in supporting the tourism industry in 

Saskatchewan. 

● The RV of Kiviamaa-Moonlight Bay has reclaimed some green space, planted grass and 

built flower beds.  The RV of Saskatchewan Beach has cleared brush and built a public 

picnic area; they report large increases in day visitors to their village.  

● The resort village of Etter’s Beach has installed $50,000 worth of playground equipment 

in two new play parks, along with a camp kitchen.  The Resort Villages of Candle Lake, 

Shields, and Mistusinne boast about their beautiful golf courses.  The RV of Wakaw did an 
upgrade to the playground at their beach.  The District of Katepwa recently built two new 

playgrounds and a tennis court.  The Resort Village of Manitou has been named among 

the “ten best places to visit in Canada”.  Tourism is booming in the RV of Candle Lake.     

12. Stressed lakes 

● Administrators of resort village on the Qu’Appelle Lakes, Wakaw Lake and Blackstrap 

spoke about their worries about their lakes’ capacity to deal with the stresses of growing 

numbers of: cottages, residents, visitors, speed boats, quads and months of use.  One of 
them commented: “It’s only a matter of time until we will have to become a canoe 

lake.”  

● Another administrator commented that “the Regina sewage into the Qu’Appelle 

chain of lakes trumps every other issue we might have”. 
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Getting in contact with a resort 
village during the off-season can be 
tricky.  Our hats go off to those 
villages that leave an up-to-date 
message on their answering service, 
a message such as: 

“You have reached the Resort 
Village of Summer Cove.  During the 
off season we are only open on 
Friday from 9 am to 2 pm.  Please 
leave a message and we’ll get back 
to you.”  

Thanks for the courtesy!   

 Fact about Saskatchewan Resort Villages 

 Number of cottages:     

 There are 8,871 cottages located in resort villages 

in Saskatchewan: 
o 8 resort villages have 50 to 99 cottages, 

o 18 resort villages have 100 to 199 cottages, 

o 8 resort villages have 200 to 299 cottages, 

o 6 resort villages have 300 or more cottages. 
 The largest resort village is Candle Lake with 1500 

cottages, followed by Katepwa with 775 cottages, 

and Cochin with 579 cottages. 
 The average resort village size is 222 cottages. 

Administrators 

 Some resort villages share an administrator with other resort villages.  Examples: 
o Big Shell, Echo Bay and Pebble Bay on Turtle Lake, 

o Pelican Point and Sunset Cove on Last Mountain Lake, 

o Etter’s Beach and Glen Harbour on Last Mountain Lake, 

o Shields and Thode on Blackstrap. 
 At least 9 administrators work primarily out of their homes. 

Councils 

 16 resort village councils have 2 councilors and a mayor 
 19 resort village councils have 4 councilors and a mayor 

 1 resort village (District of Katepwa) has 7 councilors and a mayor 

___________________________________ 

AGENDA – PARCS CONVENTION 2012 

FRIDAY OCTOBER 12th 

1:00 to 1:30 pm – First registration at the Manitou Inn, Manitou Room 

1:30 to 5:00 pm – Two Concurrent Strands 

 Manitou Room  Renown Room   

1:30 - 3:00 pm New Councillors’ Workshop 

This workshop will cover Module 1 of 
the Municipal Leadership Program: 
Municipal Leaders' Roles and 
Responsibilities - Council procedures 
and policy decision-making.         

PARCS Position Paper 2012 

This workshop is designed as a 
catch-up session for those                                                        
cottage communities that were 
unable to attend one of the summer 
workshops. 

3:00 - 3:30 pm Nutrition Break 

3:30 – 5:00 pm New Councillors’ continued 

For more information about the 

Municipal Leadership Program visit 
their website at www.mldp.ca   
 

Grant Writing Workshop 

This workshop is offered by the 

Municipal Capacity Development 
Program. 

6:30 to 7:00 pm – Late registration at Danceland 

7:00 pm – President’s Banquet at Danceland (complimentary bus to and from Danceland) 

 After Dinner Speaker - Hamilton Greenwood’s Photo Essay on the Glory of Saskatchewan  

After the 2012 election, 
administrators reported 
that 79 of 151 council 
members were newly 
elected (52%). 

 

http://www.mldp.ca/
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  SATURDAY OCTOBER 13TH - All sessions, Manitou Room at the Manitou Inn 

8:00 a.m. – Complimentary hot breakfast   

9:00 a.m. - PARCS Business 
 Report on the 2012 Summer Workshops   
 Members’ role in lobbying government   
 Revised PARCS bylaws  
 Regional Meetings 

10:00 a.m. - Nutrition Break  

10:30 a.m. – PARCS Annual Meeting 

11:30 a.m. – Luncheon speaker – Jason Matity producer and reporter of CTV’s “Reel Em In”   

Noon – Complimentary lunch 

1:00 to 2:30 p.m. – Members Fair (A panel presentation with these 7 presenters) 

 Theme One – The challenge of sewage of treatment 
o Building a lagoon while enhancing the lives of young people (District of Katepwa) 

o Working with partners to plan for a lagoon (OH of North Colesdale) 
o Making sure you select the best alternative (Sask Environment) 

 Theme Two – The challenge of building community 
o Building community by building a summer kitchen (RV of Island View) 
o Building community by working together (RV of Mistusinne)  

 Theme Three – The challenge of managing the lakeshore 
o Creating a policy about docks (District of Lakeland) 
o Rebuilding our shoreline (pending) 

 Presentations will be followed by questions from convention delegates  

2:30 to 3:00 p.m. – Nutrition Break 

3:00 to 4:30 p.m. – Lake Management Plans (A panel presentation with these 2 presenters) 

 Dr. Bob Patrick of the University of Saskatchewan will speak about the capacity of a 
lake to withstand the pressures of development along the lake’s shoreline and the role 
that cottage communities can play in protecting our lakes. 

 Ralph Leibel from the Planning Branch of the Ministry of Government Relations will 
explain how cottage communities’ Development Plans can include bylaws that address 
lake management. 

___________________________________ 

 

RESERVE YOUR HOTEL ROOM FOR CONVENTION 
 

 Brown’s Motor Inn, 946-2863 
1-866-423-9504 

 Harmony House B&B. 946-2707 
www.harmonyhousesask.com 

 Lakeside Country Inn 
946-3456, 1-888-946-2211 

 Manitou Acres B&B 
1-800-946-4027 
 

 Manitou Retreat Motel 
946-33634  

 Salty Surf Inn, 946-2905  
1-800-946-2110 

www.saltysurf.com 

 Serenic View B&B, 946-3821 
www.serenicviewbandb.ca 

 Shady Rest Motel, 946-2741 
www.shadyrestsask.com 

 

There may still be a few rooms left at the Manitou Springs Hotel and Spa.  946-2233. 

http://www.shadyrestsask.com/
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PARCS CONVENTION 2012 -  REGISTRATION FORM 

Name of Community: ______________________________________ 

Contact email: ___________________________________________ 

Contact phone number: ____________________________________ 

Registration includes all workshops, banquet, Saturday breakfast and lunch. 

Number of attending members:  _____ x $120 = $ ______  

Number of attending non-members:  _____ x $220 = $ ______ 

Number of extra banquet tickets:  _____ x $20   = $ ______ 

(No spousal convention packages available) 

Number of half-day registrations  _____ x $40   = $ ______  

(Please specify number attending below) 

_____ attending Friday afternoon only  

_____ attending Saturday morning only 

_____ attending Saturday afternoon only 

(Half-day registrations include coffee break but no meals.)  

TOTAL ENCLOSED:        $ ______ 

 

Names of voting delegates: 
________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Friday concurrent sessions:   Number attending:  

New Councillors’ Workshop: _____   OR  PARCS Position Paper catch-up  : _____ 

Grant Writing Workshop (MCDP): _____ 
 
 

Register SOON by faxing this form or emailing the information to: 

Lynne Saas 

PARCS, MEMBER SERVICES 

Phone – 854-4658, Fax – 854-4412 

Email – saas@sasktel.net 

Box 52, Elbow, SK, SOH 1J0. 
 

 

 

mailto:saas@sasktel.net
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