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PARCS UPDATE #70 

JANUARY, 2017 

LET’S START 2017 BY INTRODUCING . . . 

1. OUR NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS1 

  

 

 

FRON 

 

 

 

 

2. TOPICS COVERED AT THE BOARD’S FIRST MEETING ON JAN. 6, 2017 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           

1 ABSENT – South-East Director, Howard Schweitzer,  OH of Exner Twin Bay, Crooked Lake 

 

 

 

 

BACK ROW: 

 2nd Vice-Pres., Dave Boulding         

RV of Melville Beach, Crooked Lake  

 1st Vice-Pres., Gord Mayer              

OH of Pelican Cove, Iroquois Lake 

 South-West Director, Christina Taylor 

RV of Thode, Blackstrap Lake 

 North-East Director, Doug Allan        

RV of Candle Lake, Candle Lake 

FRONT ROW 

 Past-President, Sherry Jimmy              

OH of Bayview Heights, Jackfish Lake 

 President, Garry Dixon                            

OH of North Colesdale, Last Mtn. Lake 

 North-West Director, Sandy McVittie 

Hamlet of Sutton’s Beach, Jackfish Lake 

 

  

Note – The 

information in the 

insert to the left is 

copied from the 

WHAT’S NEW page 

of our updated web 

site (see p.2 of this 

newsletter).   

PARCS members 

are encouraged to 

check the WHAT’S 

NEW page to keep 

informed about 

what their Board of 

Directors is doing 

on their behalf. 
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3.  A TOUR OF OUR UPDATED PARCS WEBSITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Click on About Us and then on Membership to get information about PARCS membership 

rates. 

 Click on Newsletters to find every newsletter we have published since 2009.  This newsletter 

will be found in the 2017 section. 

 Click on What’s New to keep updated about what your Board of Directors is up to. 

 Click on Links to find web sites for other cottage communities or for other municipal 

organizations or Ministries. 

 Click on Resource Documents to find PARCS bylaws, policies, and catalogue of resources. 

 

 

Start with the home page 

www.skparcs.com 

You will find links to:        About Us   Newsletters   What’s New   Links 

 

Current headlines:                     

A new addition: Resource Documents 

Includes our catalogue of free handouts             

http://www.skparcs.com/
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4.   OUR FIRST EDITORIAL OF 2017 – CALLING FOR COLLABORATION 

At the PARCS 2014 Convention, delegates learned about the ways that the government 

of Alberta works cooperatively with its lakeshore residents through the Alberta Lake 

Management Society to monitor and protect its 5,000 lakes and reservoirs.  In 

Saskatchewan, which has more than 90,000 fishable lakes, there has been little or no effort 

to recognize the potential for involving citizens in protecting Sask lakes.  Since that 

convention, PARCS directors have often wondered what they might do persuade our 

government to consider the untapped potential for cottage communities to assume key 

roles in protecting our Saskatchewan lakes. 

If the reader has consulted the new section on our website home page (Resource 

Documents), the reader will have found the 2016 Report of the Provincial Auditor in which 

the Auditor urges the Ministry of Environment to “collaborate with partners . . . to 

develop a long-term multi-agency aquatic invasive species strategy. Such 

collaboration would assist in leveraging additional resources to protect provincial 

infrastructure and Saskatchewan waters.” 

On Oct. 31, 2016, PARCS was copied on a letter from David Sloan, Chair of the 

Saskatchewan Association of Watershed to Premier Wall.  The letter called on the Premier 

to establish “a task force comprised of various government ministries, industry and 

non-profit organizations that would work together exclusively to minimize the 

risk of AIS”.  PARCS has today received a copy of a reply to Mr. Sloan from Environment 

Minister Moe on behalf of the Premier.  The reply make no direct acknowledgement of the 

request for a task force, promising only to “consult with non-government organizations” 

AFTER the strategy has been drafted (in the next three months).   

On December 12, 2016, a letter went forward to Scott Moe, Minister of Environment, jointly 

signed by the presidents of SUMA, SARM and PARCS.  That letter stated that these three 

organizations “support the call by the Saskatchewan Association of Watersheds to 

strike a group of key stakeholders to share information and resources to build a 

strong, inclusive AIS strategy.”  The letter suggested to the Minister that “an AIS 

group would be a cost-effective and efficient way to keep stakeholders engaged 

with the province on an ongoing basis”.  This letter remains unanswered. 

What suggestions do our members have regarding the issue of working with the province to 

minimize the threat of Aquatic Invasive Mussels?  Our AIM to STAB policy2 states our belief 

in a systematic coordinated approach to stopping them at the borders.  How can we 

promote our position when we cannot achieve a venue for EARLY dialogue, preferably a 

province-wide group to work together?  PARCS believes that timing is critical in planning for 

2017.      

Please send us your reactions and suggestions.3  

                                                           
2 To review this policy, click on the new page RESOURCE DOCUMENTS at the bottom of the PARCS home page. 

3 Addressed to parcs@sasktel.net. 

mailto:parcs@sasktel.net
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This guest article submitted by: 

Michael Champion, PAg 

Head of Industry and Gov’t Relations, SK 

Ducks Unlimited Canada         

WORDS FROM A PARTNER ORGANIZATION 

Wetlands: Part of the Carbon Solution - Greenhouse Gas Storage and More 

In the current round of discussion regarding carbon taxes, caps and credits, carbon storage, greenhouse 

gas (GHG) emissions and GHG storage or sinks, there has been little to no mention of the role that 

wetlands play in the fight against climate change. Although the calculations are complex, and research is 

ongoing with respect to carbon sequestration and storage in prairie wetlands, there is agreement that 

wetland drainage results in the loss of significant amounts of carbon that had been accumulating in 

wetlands for centuries, if not millennia. Preserving existing wetlands keeps carbon out of the atmosphere 

in the amount of up to 89 tonnes per hectare. The unmitigated loss of 4,000 hectares of wetlands each 

year is not sustainable.  

In addition to carbon storage, wetlands provide several 

other environmental advantages such as flood mitigation 

and regulation of water flows. Wetlands also have a cooling 

and humidifying effect on regional climate and therefore 

help moderate the impact of climate change. They are 

equally important in ensuring that non-point source 

pollution does not end up downstream. Wetlands offer habitat for species of wildlife, including many rare 

and endangered animals. Livestock producers can benefit as well from the water resources wetlands 

supply. Lastly, wetlands provide numerous recreational opportunities for outdoor enthusiasts. 

Wetlands are critical to the future health and sustainability of our province’s environment and economy. 

When you consider all the advantages of wetlands, including the recreational and aesthetic values to the 

public, you have a very impressive list of reasons why the retention and restoration of wetlands makes 

sense.  
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IN CLOSING – AN INVITATION TO AN INTERESTED COTTAGE COMMUNITY 

An invitation to collaborate with other recreational communities in Alberta 

and BC. 

Hello Lynne: 

I am working on a proposal to the Canadian Council on Invasive Species with their Co-

Chair, Gail Wallin. The project proposed focuses on working with existing lake and 

creek community groups in BC, AB and SK, and I got your contact information from 

Ron Hlasny in SK. I am trying to find at least one existing community group that we 

could work with in your province. 

Our goal is to prevent the introduction and spread of invasive species by recreational 

users through education, training, and a commitment from people to change their 

behaviour so to not bring invasive species unknowingly to new sites. We propose 

training existing community groups to be ambassadors; their members in turn would 

reach out to other members, visitors to their site, etc. The training would include 

understanding the invasive species issues in water and adjacent habitat, how we 

unknowingly introduce and spread invasive species through our activities, changes to 

our behaviour to prevent spread, and commit to adopting best practices for recreation 

and stewardship. We plan on helping groups organize 3 events (work bees) at their 

site that could include surveying for, and treating invasive species. We would create 

resources and a code of conduct commitment form for signing that encourages best 

management practices for recreational users. 

Please reply, or give me a call at cell number below if you wish to discuss this project 

further. 

Andrea 

Andrea Eastham, P.Ag. 

Plant Science Consultant 
Calgary, AB 
Cell: 778-349-0145 

If your community is interested in being part of 

this initiative, please send me an email 

immediately and I will forward your contact 

information along to Andrea. 

Lynne 

parcs@sasktel.net 

 

tel:(778)%20349-0145
mailto:parcs@sasktel.net

