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How did our PARCS monthly newsletters come to be?  

 The Provincial Association of Resort Communities of Saskatchewan held their inaugural 

conference in 1987.  During its first two decades of operation, PARCS sent out a single annual 

newsletter, a formal printed document, produced by a printing firm, featuring colored photos 

on shiny paper and mailed out in stamped envelopes. 

 In June of 2009, PARCS switched to more 

informal newsletters in the form of PDF 

documents attached to emails.  The first of 

these was PARCS UPDATE #1.  At the time, 

not all of the 40 resort villages had email 

addresses; in fact most resort villages used 

the personal email addresses of their 

administrator.   

 During the past 10.5 years, 110 editions 

have gone out over 126 months, that’s 

almost one newsletter every month! 

 Today we send you PARCS UPDATE #110, 

the last of the PDF documents attached to 

an email! 

How will our newsletters be different? 

 When you receive PARCS UPDATE #111, the first 

thing you will see will be the banner at the top of 

the email which will look somewhat as shown: 

 

 

 

 As you scroll down through the body of the email, you 

will find the various news articles, editorials, and 

photos - the same type of content that you found by 

turning the pages of the old newsletters.  You may 

choose to print the newsletter to keep for reference, 

or you may choose just to read the articles from your 

screen as you scroll down.   Our newsletters will now 

be embedded within the email.  

 

 When you come to the end of the newsletter, you 

reach the footer of the email.  You will note that you 

have the option of removing your name from the list 

of subscribers (just by clicking on unsubscribe).  You 

will also note that our new email carrier is Constant 

Contact.  See page 2 for information about why we 

chose to go with an email firm. 

 

 

 

 

Looking back at copies of the 

110 newsletters emailed to you 

over the past 10.5 years.  

 

 Provincial Association of Resort Communities of Sask. 

125(A) 2nd Ave. NE 

Moose Jaw, SK, S6H 0C4 

306 – 630 – 9698 

PARCS UPDATE #111 

 

 

 PARCS UPDATE #110 

 January, 2020 

“The times they are a changing” 1 
 

 

 

Pages of newsletter information.  

 

 

parcs@sasktel.net 



2 
 

Why did PARCS decide to use an email service? 

1) One of PARCS goals is to maintain better 

communication with organized hamlets.  The 

number of organized hamlets that have chosen to 

purchase a membership in PARCS has been steadily 

increasing, such that recent PARCS conventions have 

included parallel sessions for OH’s and RM’s (alongside 

the sessions for resort villages).  Here’s why it has been 

difficult for the PARCS office to maintain email contact 

with our OHs1: 

 OHs don’t have an office with an office email address 

(as do RMs and RVs); most use the private email 

addresses of the 3 members of their OH Board. 

(Unlike RMs & RVs, there is no government directory that lists email addresses of OHs). 

 Unlike Resort Village councillors who are all elected on the same date to serve for a 4-year 

term2, OH board members serve for differing terms and thus come up for election on different 

years3.  (Because one of the OH board members can potentially change every 3 of 4 years, 

it is difficult to maintain an up-to-date list of these Board members’ private email addresses). 

 Maintaining an updated list of OH email contacts presents many challenges.  Our OHs have not 

always been well served – sometimes because OHs forget to send us a new email address for 

a new board member to replace that of a departing board member, sometimes because OH 

departing board members may fail to remove their names from our contact list.  

2)  It will help PARCS to conform to regulations set by CASL.  Canadian Anti-Spam Legislation 

regulations include 3 key recommendations: 

 Consent from recipients of emails (The onus is on the sender – hence the form that 

we plan to use to collect email addresses will include a place for a signature from 

the email’s owner, giving us permission to send you our email newsletters.) 

 Clear provision of the sender’s information (Hence the information on the header of 

the Constant Contact email (see photo previous page.) 

 An unsubscribe mechanism (Hence the unsubscribe button on the footer of the Constant 

Contact email (again, see photo at bottom of previous page.) 

3) Our new master contact list is being set up at our PARCS office and stored with Constant 

Contact.  Each community has been allocated a code number that indicates: 

 Whether the community is a resort village, or a rural municipality, or an organized hamlet or 

a cottage owners’ association. 

 Whether the community is located in the NE, NW, SE or SW. 

 The community’s regional location and whether the community 

is a member or non-member of PARCS. 

                                                           
1 Besides 41 resort villages and 24 rural municipalities, PARCS tries to maintain ongoing contact with: 61 small communities 
(most are OHs, a few are cottage owner associations). 
2 The next election of Resort Village Councils will be Saturday, July 25, 2020. 
3 “The OH Board members’ terms of office [are] set out in the Minister’s Order. They [are] set out in a rotating order. At their 
first general meeting, voters: • Elect one person to a four year term; • Elect one person to a three year term; and • Elect one 
person to a two year term. At the next fourth annual meeting there will not be an election“.  (Page 12, Organized Hamlet 
Guide, Province of Sask.) 

PARCS list of cottage communities includes: 

 24 RMs with cottages communities 

 41 resort villages 

 61 organized hamlet cottage communities. 

126 communities 

However, because we try to maintain multiple 

contacts in ever-changing, hard-to-reach 

Organized Hamlets, our community email list 

has 173 contact addresses (extra OH contacts!) 

These code numbers will be 

used on PARCS invoices and 

receipts as well. 
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4) Our data will be protected.  If a big truck runs over Lynne and her laptop, on her way to the 

PARCS meeting in Davidson this week, don’t worry about PARCS’ contact information.  It is now all 

stored on the cloud under the protection of Constant Contact.  Regardless of the truck, when the 

time comes for a new coordinator to take over the PARCS office, all of the contact information will 

be waiting safely with Constant Contact (who will provide the expertise about how it is to be used). 

5) Our data will be expandable.  At our upcoming meeting of the PARCS Directors, options will be 

shared with the Board for setting up non-community groups to receive our newsletters (potential 

sponsors, government agencies and ministry contacts, organizations such as environmental groups, 

old friends like former board members) etc. 

We will also be able handle our convention registration forms this same way.  Notices and reminders 

can be prepared in advance and sent in to Constant Contact with the dates for their release. 

PARCS speaks on behalf of Saskatchewan Resort Communities 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Resort communities have interesting names 

 Many of our communities have 2 and even 3 words in their name. 

 31 of our communities have ‘Beach’ as the last word of their name. 

 15 of our communities have ‘Lake’ as the last word of their name. 

 10 of our communities have ‘Bay’ as part of their name. 

 Other cottage communities’ name end with:  Acres, Cove, Estates, Ford, Grove, Park, Point, 

Resort, River, Shores, Sunset  

 Did you know that there are 4 cottage communities with Pelican in their names:  the  OH of 

Pelican Cove in the RM of Leask, the OH of Pelican Point in the RM of Meota, the OH of Pelican 

Shores in the RM of Fertile Belt, and the RV of Pelican Pointe on the east side of Last Mountain 

Lake. 

 Did you know that there are 5 cottage communities with Sun in their names: the OH of Crystal 

Bay Sunset and the OH of Sunset View Beach, both in the RM of Mervin, plus the OH of Sunset 

Beach in the RM of Grayson, plus there’s the RV of Sunset Cove on the east side of Last 

Mountain and also the RV of Sun Valley on Buffalo Pound Lake.  

 

 

 

Congratulations to our newest Resort Village 

 Saskatchewan’s 41st resort village came into being on January 1st, 2020 with an interim Mayor and 

Council who were elected last fall.  Like the 40 other resort villages, the Resort Village of Turtle 

View will elect a new mayor and council this July 25, 2020. 

 The members of the Boards of the former Organized Hamlets of Indian Point Golden Sands and 

Turtle Lake Lodge are to be congratulated on the hard work, planning and diligence that they put 

into making this happen on behalf of the property owners in both former OHs. 

 

 
 


