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 PARCS UPDATE #103 

August 28, 2019 

“The pre-convention issue” 

 

1. Recent research about the prices of resort property 

After I sold our cottage this June, I happened upon an interesting 

report called the REMAX Recreational Property Trends which was 

released on July 30th of this year.1 I was initially interested to learn 

that the median price of recreational properties in Canada had increased seven per cent across the board. 2  

On the other hand, it was also sobering to read that:  

 “The Prairies, however, are experiencing a decline, with year-over-year prices taking a three 

per cent hit. The median price for waterfront, non-waterfront and water access properties in 

North Battleford and Meadow Lake, SK dropped by 10 per cent.” 3 

 “There is little doubt that economic factors in the Prairies have affected demand in the 

recreational market. At the same time, BC’s economy is still going strong and has experienced 

an increased interest in its recreational market in recent times.” 4  

As I continued reading, I came face to face with the term millennials.  I double-checked the definition 

and found that millennials are defined by Wikipedia as follows: 

 “Also known as Generation Y, millennials are the demographic cohort following Generation X 

and preceding Generation Z. Researchers and popular media use the early 1980s as starting 

birth years and the mid-1990s to early 2000s as ending birth years, with 1981 to 1996 a 

widely accepted definition.” 5   

The REMAX blog had much to say about millennials, stating that: 

 “33% of millennials see out-of-town properties as a solid financial move (the highest of any 

generational group surveyed).” 

The report claims that the motivation of these millennials is that they are shifting from their simply 

impossible quest to find a balanced financial life in Canada’s larger cities (many foreseeing a lifetime as 

renters) to seeking increasingly accessible and affordable properties in recreational areas.  The report 

claims that 56% of millennials are in the market to purchase a recreational property (a 14% increase from 

last year when baby boomers were still the main customers looking to buy cottages). 

As I prepared my property for sale, I might have benefitted from having that information.  I had offered 

the cottage for sale - completely furnished (all appliances and furnishings, beds and linens, lamps and 

utensils, outdoor furniture, tools and equipment - everything).  I based that decision on a faulty mental 

picture of a young family who were already making house payments and who would welcome an 

opportunity for a ready-to-step-into cottage.  (My mental picture of a young family starting out was from 

a different-generation.  Millennial couples probably have higher expectations, expectations that likely don’t 

include second-hand furnishings.)6  I ended up giving most of the furnishings away to several second-hand 

shops (in nearby cities).  

                                                           
1 I read an Instagram Summary of the report – another summary is available by control clicking on:  https://blog.remax.ca/cabin-and-cottage-trends-canada/ 

2 Median prices were calculated for the periods of July 2017 to June 2018, and July 2018 to June 2019. 
3 Although sale prices for cottage on the Qu’Appelle Lake increased, however, by 6%.  The Qu’Appelle Lakes plus the North Battleford Lakes and Meadow Lake were the 
only Saskatchewan cottage sales included in the prairies part of the report.   
4 Perhaps this is an explanation as to why the buyer of my cottage had recently sold a cottage in BC and gone out in search for one on Lake Diefenbaker?  
5 Based on this definition, millennials are currently between the ages of 23 and 38.  

6 Although my buyers were not millennials; they were a baby-boomer couple purchasing the cottage for group of millennial offspring.  
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The survey also describes the main property criteria sought by millennials 

looking to purchase a cottage, namely: “internet connectivity, access to 

recreational activities and proximity to towns with urban conveniences.” 7  

However, the report does acknowledge that, like all age groups, these buyers 

also seek a place to relax and spend time with loved ones (64% of all buyers), 

along with reasonable travel distance (“2 hours or less” stated by more than 

50% of the survey responders). 

As the Labour Day weekend approaches, I know that I will miss the usual 

gathering of the family for the last big weekend at the cottage.  Although I 

know that I made the right decision based on age and health, I will always 

cherish my cottage memories.  

2.    We quote an email message from the Last Mountain Lake Stewardship Group and the Calling 

Lakes Eco-museum (CLEM) 

“Why we believe in a Round Table to address the Quill Lakes Flooding Issue  

On June 13, 2019 members of the Saskatchewan Alliance for Water Sustainability (SAWS) met 

with members from Quill Lakes Watershed Associations (QLWA) and the Institute for 

Environmental Change and Society (IECS).  The outcome of this meeting was an agreement, 

by all, to attend a Round Table Forum hosted by the IECS this November.  

We believe in the Round table Forum because it works!  In Prince Edward Island, the potato 

industry was in conflict with the downstream communities. The government took the lead 

and hosted a Round Table forum.  The outcome proved a success for the farmers as well as for water quality.  Environment Minister 

Dustin Duncan has stated "the Quill Lakes Flooding issue is complicated".  It becomes complicated when leaders do NOT lead.    As 

we enter our election cycle, please consider asking the candidates that knock on your door – why our elected officials find it easier 

to pit farmers against the downstream community rather than taking a leadership role. For more information, 

visit www.lmlsg.ca/SAWS .”  

3. The 2021 property revaluations - How will cottage taxes be affected? 

PARCS directors sit on SAMA’s Urban and Rural Advisory Committees.  At a recent PARCS meeting, they 

reported to us that SAMA is predicting that the 2021 reassessment numbers will show average cottage 

property reassessments in 2021 about half of the 2013 increases.    

 

   

  

  

 

 

4.   What’s different about the 2019 convention? 

 There is one significant differences about our fall convention: 

 Friday morning begins with a pair of 2-hour workshop.  These workshops are co-sponsored by 

SUMA and SARM and will hence also be attended by non-PARCS members.  If you plan to attend 

a morning pre-convention workshop, you must email soon, so we can hold a space for you. 

We are also very excited that we were able to book Joe Carson to speak on Saturday.  On Friday, we 

will all also learn much from the Dispute Resolution folks and the office of the Privacy Commissioner.  

Wait ‘til you see the skit at the banquet!       

                                                           
7Certainly my buyers insisted on including my flat screen TV hooked up to the tower on the roof, plus the router and modem hooked up 

to the second tower on the roof.”  

 

This message came to 

PARCS via the two 

underlined organizations. 

We choose to pass it along 

for your information.   
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FRIDAY OCTOBER 18th         

9:15 am   Final registration for the Pre-convention workshops   (Coffee and snacks to take into meeting rooms) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Pre-convention workshops: These workshops are offered FREE through the joint sponsorship of PARCS, 

SUMA & SARM.  A maximum of 2 attendees per community8 MUST PRE-REGISTER in order to attend.  

10:00 - 12:00  Villages & Resort Villages (Garden Centre/South)  Organized Hamlets & RMs (Downstairs) 
                                                                  

                                                                  

 

 

 

 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

11:30 - 12:00 Hallway registration for attendees at the regular convention that follows 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

12:00 noon Luncheon for attendees at regular convention (Garden Centre and South) 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

1:00 to 2:30  Plenary:  Dispute Resolution Office – Murray Walker, Consultant   

   (Garden Centre and South)    How we can help when problems get in the way   

________________________________________________________________________________ 

2:30 to 3:00   Nutrition Break (Garden Centre and South)   

________________________________________________________________________________ 

3:00 to 4:00  Plenary: Office of the Privacy Commissioner – Diane Aldridge, Director of Compliance 

(Garden Centre, South)    What your community needs to know about protecting the privacy of your residents 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

7:00 pm President’s Banquet (Garden Centre and South) 

Skit – When the Council meeting goes off the rails 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

   SATURDAY OCTOBER 19TH          

8:00 am   Breakfast (Garden Centre and South)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

8:30 am PARCS Business – Part I – Reports from Executive (during breakfast) 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

9:00 to 10:00 Plenary: Enduring Issues faced by Cottage Communities – Garry Dixon, PARCS Pres. 

(Garden Centre and South) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

10:00 to 10:30    Nutrition Break (Garden Centre and South)   

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

10:30 am   PARCS Business – Part II – Regional Meetings (4 locations to be announced) 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

12:00 noon   Luncheon (Garden Centre and South) 

_________________________________________________________________________________   

1:00 to 2:00    PARCS Business – Part III – Annual Meeting (Garden Centre and South)  

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

2:00 to 3:00     Plenary Session:  Joe Carson, Sask. Director of Regulatory Modernization 

   (Garden Centre, South)  When policies can help and when they can hinder   

                                                           
 
 

Learn how your council can be more effective at 

working with staff, with the community and with each 

other – by using the 10-minute training sessions 

offered by the Ministry of Government Relations and 

demonstrated at this session. 

A panel of 8 presenters - 4 pairs from each of 4 RMS – 

will each share their stories about successes and 

challenges in working together.  Each pair will include 1 

spokesperson from the RM council and 1 spokesperson 

from an OH Boards.    

3:00 pm   Adjournment 

 

             
 

 

PROGRAM for PARCS CONVENTION 2019 – “Getting Along and Working Together” 

Friday, Oct.18 & Saturday, Oct.19, Hilton Garden Inn, Saskatoon 

 



4 
 

 NOTE – Everyone attending ONLY the Friday Morning Pre-Convention session must send 

a SPECIAL EMAIL to PARCS (parcs@sasktel.net)  indicating the name of the village, RM or 
OH, plus the name and role of the attendees (ex: John Doe, Reeve, RM of Sample ).  You will 
receive an email acknowledgement.  There are no fees for these pre-convention workshops  

_______________________________________________________ 

2. If you are registering for the REGULAR CONVENTION (begins with lunch on Friday): 

CONTACT INFORMATION:     

Cottage community/association: ________________________ 

Phone: _________ Email address:   _________ 

Please check (√) yes or no: 

___ YES, also attending the free Friday a.m. session  

___ NO, not attending the free Friday a.m. session    

CONVENTION   (Includes Friday lunch, Friday banquet plus Saturday lunch, all nutrition breaks) 

Attending for both days (includes Friday a.m.)  

 Number of attending members (voting delegates):    _____ x $ 225 = $ _____ 

Names: ________________, ________________   

 Number of attending non-members:      _____ x $ 325 = $ _____ 

Names:  ________________, ________________     

Attending for Friday (Day only - includes Friday a.m.) 

 Number of attending members (voting delegates):    _____ x $ 125 = $ _____ 

Names:  ________________, ________________      

 Number of attending non-members:      _____ x $ 225= $ _____ 

Names:  ________________, ________________   

Attending for Friday (Includes Friday a.m. plus evening banquet)  

 Number of attending members (voting delegates):    _____ x $ 150 = $ _____ 

Names:  ________________, ________________      

 Number of attending non-members:      _____ x $ 250= $ _____ 

Names:  ________________, ________________     

Attending for Saturday only (Does not include Friday a.m.) 

 Number of attending members (voting delegates):    _____ x $ 100 = $ _____ 

Names:  ________________, ________________      

 Number of attending non-members:      _____ x $ 200 = $ _____ 

Names:  ________________, ________________    

Extra banquet tickets (no spousal packages available):    _____ x $ 40   = $ _____ 

 

____ Fees are enclosed  

____ Fees will follow by mail  

____ Fees will be paid at convention  

 

 

 

 

 

TOTAL:         $  

 
REGISTER SOON by email to:  

Lynne Saas, PARCS, Member Services  

Phone – 630-9698 Email – parcs@sasktel.net   

Registrations cancelled after Oct. 1st will be invoiced for full fees.    

Copy this form and fill it in.  Email it to:  

parcs@sasktel.net  We will confirm by email.  

  

 

HOTEL ROOMS at Hilton Garden Inn - We have reserved 30 rooms with either two queen beds ($124) or one king bed ($134) 

for the night of Friday October 18th (plus 10 for the night of Thursday, Oct. 17).   Phone: (306) 244-2311 Rooms are held on first 

come, first served basis.  

You must reserve before Wednesday, Sept 18. On that date, rooms will be released.   

There are other hotels nearby but no rooms have been reserved: the Holiday Inn, at 101 Pacific Avenue - OR - Holiday Inn Express, 315 

Idylwyld Drive N.  To contact either, call 877-654-0228 

 

 

1. If you are registering ONLY for one of the PRE-CONVENTION WORKSHOPS: 

mailto:parcs@sasktel.net
mailto:parcs@sasktel.net
mailto:parcs@sasktel.net

