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PARCS UPDATE #37 
SEPTEMBER, 2013 
 

1.  A LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE PRE-CONVENTION 
EDITION 

 

As I stood in line in the municipal office, my neighbour 
finished his transaction of paying his property taxes. 
Very pleased with how much he had to pay, he turned 
to me and said, “So, all the hype and threats of higher 
school taxes was for nothing!” 

I didn’t respond to this comment.  I didn’t tell him how 
PARCS had played a major role in keeping the cost of 
his school taxes down.  I didn’t share information on 
the letter PARCS received from our Premier 
commending us for our research on the growing gap 
between our rural ratepayers and residential property 
owners regarding the amount of school tax that was 
being collected from each.   
 
In fact there have been several issues that PARCS has been working on for our cottage 
communities, and I didn’t share those with him either. 

I didn’t tell him about our Premier’s committee to review how we finance education in 
our province and our fight to represent his interests on this committee. 

I didn’t tell him about our work with SARM and the Ministry to provide guidelines for 
rural municipalities and their organized hamlets to support a better understanding of the 
needs of his cottage community.   

I didn’t tell him about our efforts to ensure that seasonal property owners, such as he 
is, have an equal voice in the management of his community.  Providing an opportunity 
for him to vote in municipal elections was a big part of this work. 

I didn’t tell him of our work with the Ministry of Environment and the new Water 
Security Agency on the development of codes.  These new codes may facilitate many of 
our operations such as landfills, lagoons, water lines and lakeshores but without our 
involvement might have had significantly increased costs and inconvenience to cottage 
owners.  As an example, we are looking forward to hearing from the Water Security 
Agency at our fall convention when they will outline their plans for changes to lakeshore 
management.  If he wants to know of proposed changes to his lakeshore, he will be at 
the convention. 

I could continue to share information for my cottage community member, but I think 
you get the idea.  Some people and some communities are there to support PARCS only 
when we are facing a crisis.  As an organization, we need to be more than crisis 
managers.  We need to have members who are involved for the long haul, if 
only to participate at convention and provide direction to their board members. 
 
 I look forward to seeing all of you in October, and I may just send this letter 
to my neighbour. 

                                                                                              Shirley 
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2.  UNVEILING THE AGENDA FOR A COLOURFUL CONVENTION  
    FRIDAY OCTOBER 4th 

12:30 p.m.  – First registration  
____________________________________________________ 

Theme: Working together at home 

  1:00 p.m. - Two Concurrent Strands  

      Manitou Room      Renown Room 

      RV Councils Working Together     RMs and OHs Working Together  
      Phil Boivin           Sherry Jimmy, Garry Dixon 
      Ministry of Govt. Relations        SARM  President, David Marit  

 5:00 p.m. - Time for a swim or a stroll along the beach 
    __________________________________________________________________________ 

 6:30 p.m. – Late registration at the Manitou Room 

 7:00 p.m. - President’s Banquet at the Manitou Room 

   – The Bat Lady - Melanie Elliott (Dinner Speaker) 
 

    SATURDAY OCTOBER 5TH   
8:00 a.m.  - Complimentary hot breakfast 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Theme: Working with other cottage communities  9:00 a.m.  - Reports   
 9:30 a.m.  - Regional Meetings 

 10:30 a.m.  - Nutrition Break  

 10:45 a.m.  - PARCS Annual Meeting 
 _____________________________________________________________________ 

Theme: Working with our neighbours  

11:30 a.m.  – Luncheon speaker: Greg McGovern,  
     Mid Sask Municipal Alliance  
Noon  - Complimentary lunch 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

Theme: Working together to protect our lakes 

1:00 p.m.  - Panel Presentation 
Monitoring lake water quality:     Jeff Hudson, Global Institute  

Protecting Saskatchewan lakes: Dale Hjertaas, Security Agency  

What cottage owners can do:   Shirley Gange, PARCS President  
2:30 p.m.  - Nutrition Break 
__________________________________________________________________________ 

 Theme: Working with tourists  

 3:00 p.m.  - Why tourism is important to our cottage communities 
    Mary Taylor-Ash, Tourism Saskatchewan 

3:45 p.m.  - Free range bison in the Wascesiu Wilderness Area  
    Gord Vaadeland 

This pre-convention workshop is co-
sponsored by SARM who will pay 
the workshop fee for participants 
who are part of an OH / RM team. 
Register for the workshop alone or 
as part of the entire convention.         

Bats with dinner?  Don’t worry, 
it promises to be lots of fun. 

Hear the results of the province-wide survey about 
sewage disposal at cottage communities. 

Brings your input regarding future priorities for 
PARCS.  Provide critical suggestions about the future 
of PARCS, 

Jeff will address the importance of regular 
monitoring of lake water quality, in general, and 
describe one Sask study, in particular.  Dale will 
speak about the mandate of the Saskatchewan 
Water Security Agency with regards to protecting 
the quality of Sask lake water, from a policy 
perspective, but also with Sask examples.   

Shirley will describe the research 
that she has done regarding 
Canadian associations and local 
groups of cottage owners who are 
undertaking to preserve the quality 
of lake water.  Bring your concerns 
and questions about the 
diminishing quality of water in 
your lake.  
 

Phil has loads of 
practical advice for 
Resort Village councils – 
see page 3. 

Stay in Sask vacations 
means more and more 
summer visitors to cottage 
country.  How do we make 
it work? 
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3. WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU? 

FOR RURAL MUNICIPALITIES and their ORGANIZED HAMLETS 
Special invitations have already been emailed to 24 Rural Municipalities regarding the 
Friday afternoon Pre-Convention Workshop (see preceding page).  This workshop 
was initiated at a special meeting of the President, Vice-President and Executive Director of 
both SARM and PARCS.  Why?  Both associations feel that RM Councils and OH Boards need 
to find better ways of working together.  SARM President David Marit will join PARCS 
presenters in leading this workshop. 

The Ministry of Government Relations invited us to provide input into designing an 
addendum document to the Guide to Organized Hamlets.  This new chapter will speak to 
Best Practices for RM Councils and OH Boards Working Together.  Teams that 
participate in this first workshop will be invited to continue their dialogue at home over the 
next year and to return in the summer of 2014 to one of several follow-up sessions 
near their home communities.     

We realize that this workshop falls at harvest time.  However, this is a rare opportunity for 
both RM Councils and OH Boards. Therefore, we hope that RM Councils will be able send at 
least one delegate, perhaps an administrator, to initiate this process of dialogue with 
their Organized Hamlet Boards.     

This workshop is designed for TEAMS with representation from both RMs and OHs at the 
workshop.  RM Councils and OH Boards are urged to plan together to send a team.    

FOR RESORT VILLAGES 
Last year, Phil Boivin led a workshop session for newly elected councillors in Resort 
Villages.  Feedback from that workshop was so enthusiastic that we decided to invite Phil 
back to do a workshop for all Resort Village Councillors (see preceding page).  Phil 
will address some of the thorny issues faced by Resort Villages .  You are invited to send in 
your questions for Phil’s input at the workshop.  Here are a few examples? 

● “What do I do if I feel that another Councillor has a conflict of interest?” 
● “Is our Resort Village required to have an Annual Meeting?” 
● “Do I have to be at the Council meeting to take part in the meeting?” 
● “During a by-election, can sitting members of Council publicly support one candidate?” 
● “Does our Council have to have an Emergency Plan?” 

Register now and plan to tap into the Phil’s expertise and to share concerns with other 
resort village councillors. 

FOR THOSE WHO LOVE THEIR LAKE 
Who owns our lakes in Saskatchewan?  Is there a plan?  Who is responsible for monitoring 
the health of our lakes?  How can Joe Citizen have a voice in protecting our lakes for our 
children and our grandchildren?  Sometime we assume that ‘big brother’ is looking after 
things.  This panel presentation (see preceding page) will help cottage owners 
determine how they can get involved.  

FOR THOSE WHO WANT TO KEEP PARCS WORKING ON OUR BEHALF 
In recent years, your PARCS board has been doing more and more with less and less.  
What are our main priorities?  Where should we concentrate our attention?  What did we 
find out with our Sewage Disposal Survey?  As Shirley says, we need you to “participate 
at convention and provide direction to their board members” (see pages 1-2). 
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4. REGISTER NOW (For PRE-CONVENTION WORKSHOPS and/or CONVENTION 2013) 

PRE-CONVENTION WORKSHOP (Friday, Oct. 4, 1:00 pm – 5:00 pm) 

(Registration includes afternoon nutrition break)  
Select Workshop: ____ Workshop for Resort Village Councils 

       Resort Village of: ________________________ 

       Number of participants:             _____ x $25   = $ ______      

____ Workshop for RM Councils & OH Boards  

       RM of ________________________________ OR 

       OH of ________________________________  

       Number of participants (not part of team):   _____ x $25   = $ ______ 

       Number of participants (part of a team):      _____ x $ 0   = $ (paid by SARM)  

  Participants attending only for the  Friday workshops only may choose  

 to stay for the banquet.  Number of extra banquet tickets:     _____ x $20  = $ ______ 

CONVENTION (Friday banquet plus Saturday, Oct. 5, 8:00 am – 4:00 pm)  
(Registration includes Friday banquet, Saturday breakfast and lunch, nutrition breaks) 
Number of attending members (voting delegates):   _____  x $120 = $ ______ 

Number of attending non-members:      _____ x $220 = $ ______ 

Number of extra banquet tickets (no spousal packages available):  _____ x $20   = $ ______ 

Number of Saturday half-day registrations (includes Sat. lunch) _____ x $50   = $ ______ 

_____ attending Saturday morning only 

_____ attending Saturday afternoon only 

TOTAL FEES                  
Fee payment:    ____ Fees are enclosed 

   ____ Fees will follow by mail 

   ____ Fees will be paid at convention 

CONTACT INFORMATION: 
Contact person: _____________________ 

Phone number: ________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________ 

Register SOON  
by mailing, faxing or emailing this information to: 

Lynne Saas, PARCS, Member Services 
Box 52, Elbow, SK, S0H 1J0 
Phone – 854-4658, Fax – 854-4412 
Email – parcs@sasktel.net 

Please make your hotel reservations soon 

$ 

Motels in Manitou Beach  

• Convention Hotel, Manitou 
Springs Hotel & Spa – 946-2233 

• Lakeside Country Inn, 946-3456 

• Brown’s Motor Inn, 946-2863 

• Salty Surf Inn, 946-2110 

• Shady Rest Motel, 946-2742 

Bed & Breakfasts, Manitou Beach 

• Manitou Beach House, 587-7054 

• Manitou Retreat, 946-3634 

• Serenic View, 946-3821 

• Harmony House, 946-2707 
 


