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information about: 

Page 1 - Flood Preparations in 
Katepwa   

Page 2 – EMO Planning 

Page 3 – Predicting flood levels 

Page 3 – Building a dike 

Page 4 - Water Security Agency 

Page 4 – How we’ll be contacting 
you 

Page 5 – Summer Workshops 

 
 

 

The District of Katepwa orders their sand 
bags from: 

Jacobs Bag Corp 

http://jacobsbagcorp.merchanttribestores.com/  

During Business Hours: 

Toll Free 855-540-9596 

Monday through Friday 
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. central standard time 

After hours call: 

Scott: 651-276-4415 

Jim: 507-312-0051 

For Canadian Inquiries:  

24-Hour Direct Line: 

Jason Eisner, VP of Sales: 204-734-8221 

jacobsbagcorp@gmail.com 
 

PARCS UPDATE #34 
APRIL, 2013  

1. GEARING UP FOR FLOODING IN KATEPWA 
The District of Katepwa and their cottage owners are moving 
into high gear in preparation for the flood waters that are 
expected to crest in mid-May.  

The District is asking for $50,000 in donation to their flood 
relief fund and have raised more than $30,000 already.  
$33,000 has go toward the purchase of a sandbagging 
machine and container (see below).  They are currently 
shopping for more pumps that can be loaned out cottage 
owners or used by the District.  The District has also hunted 
down a supply of long inflatable (water filled) berms.  These 
tubular water berms range from 3 feet to 6 feet in diameter.  
They sit in a cradle of sandbags, or behind a short wall of 
sandbags.      

This week the first group of cottage owner volunteers gathered to begin filling sandbags 
along the shores of Katepwa Lake.  They expect to fill more than 100,000 sandbags in the 
next few weeks.  Cottage owners can purchase empty sandbags for 25¢.  If they volunteer 
to help on at the sandbagging machine, they can purchase filled bags for $1.00 each.  
Cottage owners who don’t volunteer at the machine are charged $4.50 per filled bag.   

While cottage owners are on their own to protect their individual property, the village 
provides help by coordinating the availability of materials such as: 
• sand which is brought in and stored in central 

locations, and; 
• sand bags (250,000 were purchased, 100,000 

were sold to neighbouring communities and 
100,000 are available for residents to 
purchase)  

The District also provides guidance.  For example, 
cottage owners have been contacted and advised 
to shovel off their shorelines, allowing the ground 
to thaw in preparation for building dikes.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE 2013 FLOOD 
EDITION  

The District is especially concerned 
about ice damage in 2013.  In the 
2011 flood, the ice was rotting.  As 
of the end of April 2013, the ice 
remains 20 inches thick! 
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WHO’S READY TO SANDBAG?   

The District is planning on starting Sandbagging on 
Saturday April 20, 2013 at 10:00am…  If you are 
available to help out at anytime please stop by Breese 
Park!!  We will plan on running the machine daily if 
we can get volunteers to help… Below are some 
details of the District’s Plan for the next few weeks…  
IF WE CANNOT operate the bagger on Saturday April 
20, 2013 due to weather we will post by 9:00am!  

 
Our Plan, as of April 15, 2013 

1. Open Road to Gravel Pit 

2. Open Area at Sandy Beach, across from boat 
launch 

3. Obtain more pallets, to be brought to Sandy 
Beach 

4. We have a permit from Highways to allow gravel 
to be hauled, (probably between midnight and 11 
am). We require about 700 cu yds at Sandy Beach 
and probably about the same at East 
Maples….Note: we used 1800 cu yds in 2011. 

5. Install Vibrator on Sandbagger 

6. Set up Sandbagger site and start machine to get 
bugs worked out. 

7. Allow machine to be running at East Maples, 
starting on April 20… Start making sandbags and 
store on pallets.  Need volunteers 

8. Move Sandbagger Machine to Sandy Beach on 
April 25, and set up area.  Sandy Beach South 
shore have arranged for 30-40 people to assist 
with their build on April 27 and 28.   

9. Hard hats will be provided for anyone working at 
the chutes, due to the moving of equipment (OHS 
Regulations and great due diligence)…we are 
hoping to obtain safety glasses (as a donation), as 
well. 

10. Move Sandbagger back to East Maples on April 29 
or 30, depending on Sandy Beach West Shores 
needs and volume. 

11. Set up Incident Command Trailer/ Food 
Coordination Center, at East Maples. 

12. Pump team hopefully in place to check pumps and 
assisting residents with instructions on setting up 
water berms. 

13. All this will be communicated…as the process goes 
on.    This is all subject to change… 

14. We will start to attend meetings, effective April 
18,13, at Fort Qu’Appelle,  to update our mutual 
aid neighbours and obtain new information from 
the Province.  These will be weekly meetings, until 
we declare a Local State of Emergency. 

 

 

2.  MAKING A PLAN AND SHARING IT  
Administrator Glenda Hodson tells how this 
cottage community has used the provincial 
EMO template but has adapted it to suit a 
small community.   “These EMO plans are 
designed for cities with a large staff; the 
plan has to be modified to suit small 
communities.”  In the District of Katepwa 
EMO, most of the work and coordination is 
volunteer-based. (See insert on the right.) 

Other preparations have included: 
• Training sessions for EMO volunteer 

coordinators (14 original and 12 new 
volunteers). 

• Working through scenarios (what 
happens if this happens, etc.) 

The District of Katepwa works with the 
other communities on the chain of lakes 
(Pasqua, Echo, Mission and Katepwa) which 
share this part of the Qu’Appelle watershed. 
(See #14 in insert).  The Resort Village of 
B-Say-Tah has also purchased a 
sandbagging machine.  EMO coordinators 
attend weekly meetings “to share know-
how, tools and guidance”.  Since April 10th, 
the community has been providing daily 
updates on their website. 

Recipe for flood preparation:   
• Remove snow from site,  
• Replace with a stockpile of sand,  
• Add a supply of sandbags,  
• Process through a sandbagging machine,  
• Place on pallets for transport; 
• Remember the most important 

ingredient: a team of volunteers.   
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3.  PREDICTING FLOOD LEVELS 
 Katepwa is expecting their food peak around May 13-15, 2013, as long as they don’t get 
significant rainfall before that time.  Some lakefront cottage owners are asking how they 
can predict whether their cottage will flood.  Here are the steps to follow: 

1) Web research: 
• Go to the Water Security Web Site  (wsask.ca) 
• On the top bar, click on Lakes and Rivers 
• On the drop-down menu, click on Provincial Forecast 
• Click on Monthly Forecast – A book will come up called 2013 Spring Runoff Outlook 
•  Go to page 15 and record the data in the first 2 columns: 

§ April 1st level - For example Buffalo Pound says 509.1 meters. 
§ Peak level - For example Buffalo Pound says 511.1 meters. 
§ Subtract – Therefore Buffalo Pound will rise another 2.0 meters (78 inches) 

• Also note the last 2 columns  - In our example Buffalo Pound levels will reach 1974 
historic levels.   

2) On the lakeshore: 

Continuing the Buffalo Pound example: 

§ Drill a hole in the ice until you reach the water 
§ Next erect a straight line marker 78 inches long to show the 

height to which the water will rise. 
§ This is the level to which your property must be protected. 
§ In the photo to the left you can see the flag showing the 

necessary minimum height of the sandbag wall.  
§ Once you have established your marker you can determine 

how much protection you need for your property. 
§ When you are building your dike, add ANOTHER 36 INCHES TO 

PROTECT AGAINST WAVE ACTION. 

Remember – This is just the first prediction and is based on normal melt.  The prediction 
could change if we experience spring rains. 

 
4.  BUILDING A DIKE 

These charts say it all. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1 meter = 39 inches 

 

Number of bags required for a 100 ft dike 
whose base is 3 time its height: 

Height  Number of bags required 

1 foot  800 bags 

2 feet  2,000 bags 

3 feet  3,400 bags 
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5.  WATER SECURITY AGENCY  
The reader will find lots of useful information on the Water Security website.  Go to 
wsask.ca and click on the arrow to the right of Flood Watch.  You will find: 
• A Flood Fighting Handbook 
• Information on how to use sandbags. 
• Instructions on how to construct a sandbag dike (also see preceding page). 

On the same page, click on News Releases and you will find information about: 
• Water control funding increase (how to access funds to help maintain drainage and 

flood protection.  
•  Free testing for private well waters affected by flooding. 

Better yet, for more information contact your Regional Office of the Water Security Agency: 

North Battleford Nipawin Swift Current Weyburn  Yorkton 
446-7450  862-1750 778-8257  848-2345  786-1490 

6.  WE WILL BE CONTACTING YOU 
Watch the mail for your annual print mail-out.  You will find: 

• Your 2013 membership invoice 

Expect our call 

• Over the next few weeks we will be attempting to reach all of our cottage 
communities to conduct a survey about sewage disposal in your community. 

• We hope that you will provide information for this survey will be shared in June with 
the Sask Water Security Agency. 

• Results of the survey will be shared with those who provide input.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to the District 
of Katepwa and their 
administrator Glenda 
Hodson who kindly 
shared much of the 
information found in this 
newsletter. 
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7.  ARE YOU COMING TO THE SUMMER WORKSHOPS 2013? 
Dates and Locations 

• Saturday, July 13 
Turtle Lake, Dexter Hall (west side of lake) 
Travel information to follow 

• Saturday, July 27 
Lumsden, Lions Hall  
Travel information to follow 

• Saturday, August 10 
Christopher Lake, Curling Rink  
Travel information to follow 

Agenda 

1:00 - 1:30 pm PARCS Update 
• Presentation by PARCS Staff and Directors 

1:30 – 2:15 pm Member Feedback 

2:15 – 2:30 pm Nutrition Break 

2:30 – 3:30 pm Wastewater Update 
• Presentation by Sask Water Security Agency 
• Update on the PARCS 2013 Survey Wastewater Management  in 

Sask Cottage Communities  
3:30 – 4:15 pm Landfill Update  

• Presentation by Sask Environment 

4:30 pm  Adjournment 

 
Register now 

Please send us: 

Name of cottage community: _________________________________ 

Contact name: _________________________________ 

Contact phone #: _________________________________ 

Contact email: _________________________________  

Workshop we are attending (check one): 

     ___ July 13, at Turtle Lake 

     ___ July 27 at Lumsden 

     ___ August 10 at Christopher Lake 

Number of persons attending: ___ x $30 = ____  = $________ 

Send your registration ● by mail (Box 52, Elbow, S0H 1J0) with cheque enclosed  
    ● by email (parcs@sasktel.net) with cheque to follow 
         ● by fax (854-4412 with cheque to follow 
 
 

Please register early! 


