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    TAKE A LOOK AT THE SASK 
    MUNICIPAL DIRECTORY 

1. Go to the following site: 
www.municipal.gov.sk.ca 

2.    Click on the short cut to: 
Municipal Directory 

3.    Click on: 
Municipal Directory (PDF files) 

You will find: 
 Cities, page 1 
 Northern communities, page 5 
 Organized hamlets, page 14 
 Rural municipalities, page 39 
 Towns, Villages,  

and Resort Villages, page 113 
 
You will note that the directory does 
not provide any information for most 
Organized Hamlets other than 
occasional reference to the RM in 
which the OH is located. 

The PARCS Directory of OH Cottage 
Communities hopes to provide direct 
contact information with Boards of 
OH Cottage Communities, along with 
other data such as hamlet levies.   

  

PARCS BOARD of 
DIRECTORS, 2012  

(Left to right from top) 

Shirley Gange, President 

Sherry Jimmy, 2nd V. President 

Garry Dixon, SE Director 

Clem Perras, NE Director 

Larry Zemlak, SW Director 

George Watson, Past President 

John Quinn, 1st President 

Vern Seabrook, NW Director  

The Board will unveil its PARCS 

POSITION PAPER to members 

at the 2012 Summer Workshops 

(see page 3). 

PARCS UPDATE #25 – MAY, 2012 

1. YOUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS WORKING FOR YOU  

Since their election in November of 2011, your Board of Directors 

has been busy working on your behalf.  On January 22nd, 2012, 

Directors met to establish these ACTION TARGETS for 2012: 

1. Repeating the split convention model piloted in 2011 with a 

series of regional workshops in the summer followed by a 2-day 

fall convention.  See page 3. 

2. Conducting a survey of organized hamlets with a view 

to establishing an organized hamlet directory similar to the 

directory of resort villages.  See inset.   

3. Appointing a hamlet committee to review the 2011 

summer input and to draft position statements on organized 

hamlet issues.  Member of this committee included Sherry 

Jimmy, Vern Seabrook, and Garry Dixon.  The committee’s 

work will be available to members as part of the PARCS 

Position Paper. 

4. Providing input about the new Sask Environment codes 

for potable water, sewage disposal, garbage and landfills, and 

shoreline development.  President Shirley Gange has attended 

these input sessions on behalf of PARCS.  The report on these 

new codes and PARCS position on them will be available to 

members as part of the PARCS Position Paper.  See Page 2. 

5. Undertaking of a review of financial issues facing both 

resort villages and organized hamlet cottage communities.  

This review will be available to members as part of the PARCS 

Position Paper.  See page 2.   

6. Compiling a PARCS Position Paper.  See page 2. 

7. Meeting with government officials in June to discuss 

the new PARCS Position Paper.  Members will be informed 

about these meetings at the summer workshops.  See page 3. 
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2.   A SNEAK PREVIEW OF THE PARCS POSITION PAPER 

The following are a few quotes from the PARCS POSITION PAPER that your Directors will be 

taking to government officials in June.  To learn more, register for the summer workshops in July.   

NEW ENVIRONMENTAL CODES - “The province needs to provide 

adequate preparation time for the implementation of new codes 

regarding land spreading and to work collaboratively with PARCS to 

seek solutions for those cottage communities least able to meet the 

expectations of the new land spreading codes.” 

 

SUPPORT FOR TOURIST INFRASTRUCTURE - 

“The province has been vocal in its encouragement of Saskatchewan 

residents to spend their summers in Saskatchewan’s own resort 

communities.  For communities that host those visitors, it feels as 

though the province is sending out the party invitations while the cottage 

communities are being called upon to pay for the party.” 

 

REVENUE SHARING GRANTS - “This government’s position of one equal 

portion of the grant per permanent resident may seem fair, but fails to 

take into account other factors.  Yes, cottage communities may not 

require the same manpower to service their communities in the winter 

months, but they certainly have to build their infrastructure to service the 

peak population in the summer months.” 

REASSESSMENT – “In 2013 ratepayers will likely be faced with a double 

jeopardy: the cancelation of the discount on education taxes plus the effect of 

the 2013 reassessment.”  “SAMA has announced that in 2013, the average 

assessed value of agricultural land will be 150% of previous assessments and 

the average assessed value of residential property will be 200% of previous 

assessments.  In rural municipalities, reassessment plus the application of the 

province’s percentage of value will result in the share of the cost of operating 

the rural municipality shifting dramatically away from the agricultural property 

and onto the residential property, without regard to whether the costs have 

similarly shifted.”  

MORE CONTROL FOR ORGANIZED HAMLET COTTAGE 

COMMUNITIES - “The need for an organized hamlet board to be able to 

set bylaws particular to address the special needs of the cottage 

community can be likened to the bylaws that are set by condo 

associations within cities.”  “Organized Hamlet Boards, as the 

democratically elected spokespersons for the ratepayers in the Organized 

Hamlet communities, should be included in the democratic process of 

voluntary restructuring.” 

To learn more about the member issues that PARCS will be taking to the province in June, 
plan to attend the summer regional workshop near your community.  See page 3. 
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3.  SUMMER WORKSHOPS 2012 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Agenda for all locations 

12:30 p.m. Registration 

1:00 p.m. Increasing Demands versus Dwindling Capacity: The challenges facing 

Saskatchewan cottage communities 

 Power Point presentation i  

o Presented by members of the PARCS Board of Directors 

o Based on the PARCS Position Paper  

 Feedback groups 

2:15 p.m. Refreshment break 

2:45 p.m. Communities Planning Together to Enhance their Capacity 

 Each session will be led by either Tanya Doucette, Program Manager or Dan 

Way, Project Facilitator for the Municipal Capacity Development Program 

 Also, each session will include representatives from a local group of 

municipalities who will talk about how they have collaborated to solve their 

shared issues.  Examples: North of Divide Community Association, Buffalo 

Pound Community Councils, Wakaw Lake Stewardship Group and others 

(arrangements pending). 

4:00 p.m. PARCS Moving Forward 

 A preview of Convention 

 An opportunity for final input  

 from workshop participants 

 4:30 p.m. Adjournment 

 

Summer Workshop Fees are $35 per participant.   

 Please register as soon as possible.   

 See page 5 for the registration form. 

  

Spruce Lake 

Saturday July 14 

Wakaw Lake  

Saturday, July 7 

Lake Diefenbaker, Elbow  
Sunday July 22  

PARCS 2012 SUMMER WORSHOPS 

Katepwa Lake 

Saturday July 

21 

In 2011 participants at the summer 

workshop were enthusiastic in their 

praise of the regional workshops.  We 

are repeating them in 2012. 

Afternoon meetings at a nearby 

location mean that you can afford to 

send a whole carload of participants 

instead of just a single delegate.  

fees and travel costs are low; there 

are no hotel costs. 

Last summer we recorded your input 

concerning the issues facing your 

communities.  Many of those issues 

formed the basis for the PARCS 

Position Paper that we will be 

unveiling at these 2012 workshops. 

Come to hear about the 

recommendations that your Board of 

Directors has made on your behalf. 

We welcome your continued input!  

 

 

FALL CONVENTION 

TO FOLLOW 

Friday, Saturday, Oct. 12/13 

MANITOU BEACH 

Details and agenda 

in the June newsletter  

Call 946-2233 to reserve your room 
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4.  SPRING BREAK UP AT LAST MOUNTAIN LAKE 
 

The spring break up of ice covering Saskatchewan 

lakes is an exciting time and Last Mountain Lake is 

no exception. It is quite a show as you listen to the 

slow shifting ice “moaning” as in a mournful state 

about having to leave and watch the tiny needle 

ice splinters shoot into the air accompanied by a 

sharp “tinkle” sound. Then there is the betting 

among the locals: When will the ice disappear? Will 

we actually see the ice sink, or will we simply wake 

one morning to see clear, wavy water? Will the ice 

pile up in heaps on the shore? How many rocks will 

be carried to shore? How much new sand will be 

deposited on the beaches? These are all unknowns  

“Break up” this spring came exceptionally early 

to Last Mountain Lake. Normally clearing starts 

around April 20th and lasts until May 8th, give 

or take a few days. Open water always starts 

at the south end of the 65-mile long lake and 

moves progressively north. This spring open 

water appeared at the south end of the lake 

about March 28th and progressed half way up 

the lake by April 2nd with limited “moans” and 

“tinkles”. This early “break up” was probably 

due to two conditions: the ice only being half 

as thick as usual this past winter (14 to 20 

inches compared to the normal 34 to 40 

inches) and water was being released from the 

lake all winter. 

 

The south half of the lake experienced very 

little ice pushing up on shore. However, slightly 

north of the lake midpoint, near the Organized 

Hamlet of Collingwood Estates, substantial 

mounds of ice were piled ashore. At some of 

the rocky points ice piled up to a recorded 40 

feet high. Fortunately no damage to lakeshore 

cottages was reported. These pictures were 

taken several days later. 

 

As cottagers start to reinstall their docks, boat 

dolly rails, and water pumps, in the back of their 

minds is the question, “What will spring ‘break 

up’ be like next year?”    

 

Story and photos courtesy of                      

Garry Dixon 
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5.  ADVERTISMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Is your small cottage community in need of administrative assistance? 

Conversations around small cottage Council or Board tables have become more complex in the past 

few years.  Issues respecting rapid growth in these communities including infrastructure needs, 

planning, zoning and financial matters are at the forefront.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 And much more, depending on the specific needs of the Resort Village  

or Organized Hamlet.  If your Board or Council has an area of need, 

     please give us a call.  We are ready to help! 

Michele Cruise-Pratchler, Certified General Accountant 

 Professional Accounting and Municipal Consulting 

 Telephone 528-2131          ●   Email: cruise.pratchlercga@sasktel.net 
 

 

 

 

 

We are able to offer Resort Villages:        
 Facilitation services to assist with entering into 

discussions respecting regional projects 
 Grant documentation preparation assistance 

 Bylaw preparation assistance 
 Borrowing documentation preparation and 

filing 
 Budget preparation assistance  
 Year-end audit preparation assistance 

 Administrator mentoring 
 General administrative assistance 

 

 

We are able to offer Organized Hamlets: 
 Facilitation services to assist with discussions 

between the OH Board and their RM Council 
 Facilitation services to assist with entering 

into 
 Budget preparation assistance 
 Project proposal preparation for presentation 

to RM Councils  

 Grant documentation preparation assistance 

for presentation to RM Councils for approval 

 

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS FOR SALE 

TRASH PUMP                        

 15 hp motor     

 Has been used for  

pumping lake water 

 3 inch intake 

 $50 

 

Interested?  Call 

854-4637 and leave a  
call back name & number. 

 
     POLY WATER TANK 

 1250 gallons 

 $200 

 

 

     ROW BOAT & OARS 

 12 ft long  

 Great for kids 

 $200 

Cottage communities on the South Sask 

River are invited to attend a public 

presentation by the Global Institute for Water 

Study who will be speaking in Mistusinne on 

Saturday, June 23rd at 11:00 a.m.  The 

Institute is conducting a multi-year and multi-

million dollar study of the river and Lake 

Diefenbaker.   Call 854-4637 to register. 

“The South Saskatchewan River has been identified 
as Canada’s  most threatened river.” 

www.usask.ca/water/research/water 

    

 

Interested in placing an ad in the next PARCS 
UPDATE?  Rates are: 
 $50 for a quarter-page ad 
 $20 for a business card size ad 
 Members allowed 50% off all ads 

PARCS assumes no responsibility for the claims made in 
the ads. To place an ad, email - saas@sasktel.net 

INFORMATION WANTED - I need to do some 
research on what other resort communities are 
charging for taxes on their boat house lots.  Are 

there any other cottage communities with boat 
house lots?  Email Jessie at  thode@xplornet.ca 

 

mailto:cruise.pratchlercga@sasktel.net
mailto:thode@xplornet.ca
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Please register NOW.  
Last summer one of 
the workshops had to 
be cancelled because 
participants were late 
registering.   

6.   REGISTRATION FORM for 2012 Summer Workshops:    

   

By mail Box 52, Elbow, S0H 1J0 

By fax 854-4412 

By email saas@sasktel.net 1 

 

Session we are attending: ___ July 7 at Wakaw Legion Hall (314 3rd St South) 

     ___ July 14 at Spruce Lake Community Centre 

     ___ July 21 at District of Katepwa Community Hall 

     ___ July 22 at Elbow Rink Lobby 

Name of cottage community: ___________________________________________ 

Contact phone: _____________________  

Contact email: ______________________   

Names of persons attending:  ___________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________ 

     ___________________________________________ 

(If you are unsure which persons are attending, just 
state, for example, that you are “registering 3 persons, 

names to be provided upon registration.” ) 

 

Fees ($35 per participant) = $_____    

 

Fees (check one):   ____ are enclosed 

     ____ will follow by mail 

 

Registration deadline:  JUNE 15TH  

 

No refunds on cancellations occurring after two weeks preceding the workshop date. 

 

      
                                                 
 

                                                 
1
 Just send an email including the information requested on this page. 

mailto:saas@sasktel.net

